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By Jeff Fricker, Pastoral Associate, Social Justice & Outreach Ministries 

WHEN I WAS HUNGRY... 
"For I was hungry and you gave me food, thirsty and you gave me drink, a 

stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for 
me, in prison and you visited me." Matthew 25: 35-36 

Greetings from the Office of Social Justice Ministries at St. Michael’s Parish! 

 
Best wishes to our friend and pastor Fr. Don King for a long, happy and healthy retirement! 
His passion to serve those in need is an important part of who he is as a person.  Fr. Don, 
we thank you for guiding our parish on this journey toward “faith and action!”  We 
celebrate your 45 years of service. Congratulations!  

Upcoming Social Justice Ministries events include: 

 Backpack program collaboration with the Stark County Hunger Task Force and the Stark 
County District Library June 3rd – August 8th 

 Back-to-School supply drive running July 13th – 28th  

 Providing a meal at the Martin Center for youth grades 9-12 on Monday Sept 30th at 
6:30pm 

 Ministry opportunities at both the Multi-County Juvenile Facility and Indian River 
Juvenile Corrections Facility TBA (see our link at www.stmichaelcanton.org/service for 
details) 

 Speaker Series Wednesday evenings 7:00 in the Fannon Center beginning September 18th  through April 15, 2020. 
Included are speakers from: Domestic Violence Project, Community Harvest, Mercy Medical Mission & Ministry, 
Habitat for Humanity, TIQVAH, Stark County Diaper Bank and Indian River  

On another : The Ensemble is celebrating its 20 Year Anniversary this summer! Thanks to everyone who has ever 
participated in the Ensemble over the years. God is good! I really appreciate the time, talent, support and friendships 
that have blossomed since July of 1999…. “Praising God in Joyous Song! 

There are numerous opportunities for involvement in our parish community. Joe and Kathy Smithberger have been 
involved with St. Michael’s as active parishioners since their arrival in 1991. They have served on numerous committees 
for our church. We thank Joe and Kathy for all they continue to do for us……and for submitting their thoughts for the 
article below!  

How do you have the time? 

We were frequently asked this when discussing our volunteering, especially 
when our children were younger.  Since we both work full time, and have 4 
active children our answer was usually it just works.  But really it is a conscious 
effort by both of us to make sure we make the time.  We also encouraged each 
other to take the time to be involved.  There are so many reasons why.  

 God gives us so many blessings we know that it is important to look for 
opportunities to give back.  Over the years we’ve been involved with the music 
ministry, Life Teen, parish counsel, stewardship committee and the marriage 
renewal program.  
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These ministries have allowed us to touch many lives and build strong friendships. It also allows us to explore, build 
and strengthen our marriage and family.  Whether we are volunteering together or individually, we have to 
communicate and plan to make sure we are helping each other meet our commitments.  As our children grew, we 
encouraged them to either be directly involved with different ministries, or to help us coordinate schedules that would 
allow us the time to be involved.   Showing them the importance of living the Catholic values of sharing your time, 
talent and treasure was important. 

The last couple of years we have had the blessing of being involved in the Social Justice Ministries.  We are both 
serving on the advisory board.  It allows us to explore different ways to learn and help with issues that are important to 
us:   

 Helping those who are hungry by giving to the weekly food collection, separating the donations after the 5:30 
Mass, weighing and delivering the food on Monday mornings, helping at Refuge of Hope, Mathew 8:20 program, 
or many of the other wonderful opportunities we have. 

 Taking the time to collect our recyclable trash and bring it to the bins at St Michael.   The money raised from this 
allows St Michael help those struggling to pay their utilities, rent, etc…. 

 Exploring ways to help those in prison/families of those in prison.  As the advisory board explores St. Michael’s 
opportunities to assist we find there are so many needs and so many opportunities to help.  

How do we have the time?  How do we not find a few hours each month to help those in need, build friendships, and 
expand our family’s understanding of God’s love? 

Joe & Kathy Smithberger 

 
June 4th was a very 
special day for a very 
special class of leaders 
in Stark County. Forty 
one of us graduated 
from the 32nd Signature 
Class of Leadership 

Stark County, a department of the Canton Regional Chamber of Commerce. I was fortunate to have been selected to 
participate in this class of business and community leaders (I could have been the father to the majority). This program 
is a 10-month immersive exploration of the assets and challenges that exist within Stark County. Gathering for one 
program per month, we explored a variety of sectors including arts, government, social services, education, business, 
diversity and more. 

As a life-time resident of Stark County my eyes were opened to the variety of opportunities that this community has to 
offer. The 2017 Strengthening Stark Report, Commissioned by the Stark Community Foundation challenges all 
residents and business leaders to help achieve the goal of a healthy future for all of Stark County. Through initiatives 
such as this Leadership program we as a community can promote change and end the course of a “poorer, smaller and 
older” county.  

The Signature Program was a game-changer for me and has already reaped benefits for our Social Justice Ministries!  
Networking with this great class of community leaders is a true blessing. A special thank you goes out to Fr. Don and St. 
Michael’s for their sponsorship as well as the Canton Chamber of Commerce and their scholarship funding! Thank-yous  
also go out to Kathy Smithberger (31st Class and SJM advisory board member) who first suggested that I apply to this 
program and to Valerie Anderson and Melissa Lombardi for their kind words during the candidate selection process. 
Many St. Michael’s parishioners have participated in this program throughout the years and we appreciate the 
leadership they have brought to our parish family. ~ Jeff Fricker 

 

                                                            


