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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY NINE 

 
   
 
SCRIPTURE          (see  John 11:1-44)
      
Raising of Lazarus          
             John 11:38-44 

Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”  
Martha, the dead man’s sister, said to him,  
“Lord, by now there will be a stench; he has been dead for four days.” 
Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?” 
So they took away the stone.  
And Jesus raised his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you for hearing me. 
I know that you always hear me;  
but because of the crowd here I have said this,  
that they may believe that you sent me.”  
And when he had said this, he cried out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
The dead man came out, tied hand and foot with burial bands, and his face was wrapped in a cloth.  
So Jesus said to them, “Untie him and let him go.” 

 
 
PRAYER 
 
 Leader:  Merciful God, 
   in your loving plan of salvation,  

you have given hope to all who die believing in you. 
Receive into your loving embrace all who have died from Covid-19. 
Forgive all their sins and welcome them into your heavenly home  
where there will be no more pain or suffering. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
PETITIONS 
 
 Leader:  For our beloved dead,  

for all who mourn the death of a loved one, we pray. 
 All:  Lord, hear our prayer, 
 

Leader:  For religious leaders, lay and ordained, who have ministered to the dying,  
consoled the grieving, and sustained the weary, we pray. 

 All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, …. 
 
INTERCESSION 
 
 Leader:  Saint Joseph, patron of a happy death,   
 All:  pray for us. 


