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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
 
 
 

Translation of Scripture © 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001,  
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Washington, DC. All rights reserved. 

 
This novena has been prepared by the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions 

415 Michigan Avenue NE, Suite 70, Washington, DC.   
A member of the Catholic Cares Coalition. All rights reserved. 

 

 
 



DAY SEVEN 

 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Jesus cures the deaf man         Mark 7:31-37 
 

Again, he left the district of Tyre and went by way of Sidon to the Sea of Galilee,  
into the district of the Decapolis. 
And people brought to him a deaf man who had a speech impediment  
and begged him to lay his hand on him. 
He took him off by himself away from the crowd.  
He put his finger into the man’s ears and, spitting, touched his tongue; 
then he looked up to heaven and groaned,  
and said to him, “Ephphatha!” (that is, “Be opened!”) 
And [immediately] the man’s ears were opened,  
his speech impediment was removed, and he spoke plainly. 
He ordered them not to tell anyone.  
But the more he ordered them not to, the more they proclaimed it. 
They were exceedingly astonished and they said,  
“He has done all things well.  
He makes the deaf hear and [the] mute speak.”  

 
 
PRAYER 
 Leader:  Heavenly Father, 
   Your Son used the things of nature to cure the Deaf. 
   With his own saliva, he made a cure. 
   Bless the researchers whom you have inspired to find a vaccine. 

Through them, you have saved countless lives. 
May all come to know that the work of your creation  
continues to manifest your love to the world.  Amen.  

 
PETITION 
 Leader:  That all those who doubt the efficacy of the vaccine or fear its use,  

may come to see it as a sign of your love for the world, we pray. 
 All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, …. 
 
 
INTERCESSION 
 

Leader:  Saints Cosmas and Damian, patron saints of pharmacists, 
All:    pray for us. 

 
 
 


