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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY SIX 

 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan       Luke 10:29-37 
 

[A scholar of the law] …said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
Jesus replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho.  
They stripped and beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 
A priest happened to be going down that road,  
but when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 
Likewise, a Levite came to the place,  
and when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 
But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. 
He approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them.  
Then he lifted him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him. 
The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the 
instruction, ‘Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you,  
I shall repay you on my way back.’ 
Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” 
He answered, “The one who treated him with mercy.”  
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 
PRAYER 
 
 Leader:  Heavenly Father, 
   In every age, you have raised up servants to care for the sick 

 and you have given them the grace to alleviate suffering,  
to offer compassionate care,  
and to show signs of your great love.   
Give them the courage to endure against overwhelming odds  
and protect them from every illness. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
PETITION 
 

Leader: For nurses and other hospital workers who have administered medicine, 
monitored machines day and night, provided comfort, and held the hands of dying 
patients so they would not die alone, we pray. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, …. 
 
INTERCESSION 
  
 Leader:  Saint John of God, patron saint of hospital workers,  

All:  pray for us 


