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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY FIVE 

 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Jesus cures the man with leprosy                   Matthew 8:1-4 
 

When Jesus came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 
And then a leper approached, did him homage, and said,  
“Lord, if you wish, you can make me clean.” 
He stretched out his hand, touched him, and said,  
“I will do it. Be made clean.”  
His leprosy was cleansed immediately. 
Then Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no one, 
 but go show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses prescribed;  
that will be proof for them.” 

 
 
PRAYER 
 
 Leader:  Heavenly Father, 
   your Son recognized the faith of the leper  

and willingly cured him of his illness. 
He also urged him to follow social and religious norms – 
to go to the priest and to offer the prescribed gifts. 
Thank you for the many skills which you give to scientists and doctors,  
for at your command, 
they continue to show your care for the world.   Amen. 

 
PETITION 
 
 Leader:  For all scientists, researchers, and public health officials 

who have labored to find a vaccine  
and who have sounded alarms and taken action  
to stop the spread of the virus and its variants, we pray. 

   All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
  

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, …. 
 
INTERCESSION 
 
 Leader:  Saint Albert the Great, patron saint of scientists and researchers,   
 All:  pray for us. 
 
  


