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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY FOUR 

 
SCRIPTURE 
Jesus cures the man born blind               (see John 9: 1-41) 
                           John 9:1-11 
 

As he passed by he saw a man blind from birth.  
His disciples asked him  
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
Jesus answered, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; 
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.  
We have to do the works of the one who sent me while it is day.  
Night is coming when no one can work.  
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  
When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva,  
and smeared the clay on his eyes,  
and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” (which means Sent).  
So he went and washed, and came back able to see.  
His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said,  
“Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 
Some said, “It is,” but others said, “No, he just looks like him.”  
He said, “I am.” 
So they said to him, “[So] how were your eyes opened?” 
He replied, “The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me,  
‘Go to Siloam and wash.’  
So I went there and washed and was able to see.” 

 
 
PRAYER 
 
 Leader:  Heavenly Father, you sent your Only Son into the world  

so that your works might be made visible through him.  
   In his public ministry,  

he cured those whose suffering placed them at a disadvantage.   
May we, too, bring light to those in darkness  
and may our actions increase the faith and well-being of others. 
Grant this through that same Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

PETITION 
 
 Leader:  For all those who question the efficacy of a vaccine  

and its possibility to protect us from the virus, may their eyes be opened, we pray. 
  
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven… 
 
INTERCESSION 
 
 Leader:  St. Luke, patron saint of doctors,  
 All:  pray for us. 


