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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY THREE 

 
 
SCRIPTURE 
Jesus cures the woman with the hemorrhage                (see Mt 9:18-26; Mk 5:22-43, or Luke 8:41-56) 
 

           Mark 5:25-34 
There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years. 
She had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors  
and had spent all that she had.  
Yet she was not helped but only grew worse. 
She had heard about Jesus  
and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak. 
She said, “If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured.” 
Immediately her flow of blood dried up.  
She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. 
Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him,  
turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who has touched my clothes?” 
But his disciples said to him,  
“You see how the crowd is pressing upon you,  
and yet you ask, ‘Who touched me?’” 
And he looked around to see who had done it. 
The woman, realizing what had happened to her, approached in fear and trembling.  
She fell down before Jesus and told him the whole truth. 
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has saved you.  
Go in peace and be cured of your affliction.”  

 
PRAYER 

Leader:  Compassionate Father, 
You sent your Son to preach the Good News and to gather all into your Kingdom.   
So many people are suffering like this unnamed, afflicted woman.   
So many are seen as unnamed faces in a crowd. 
Give us the courage to see each person as someone deserving of our love. 
Give leaders the compassion to distribute the vaccine equitably  
and give each citizen the awareness that their actions, too, 
must protect each person in a faceless crowd. 
Grant this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
PETITION 
 Leader:  For those who have risked their own health to minister to the dying, we pray,  
   All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven. 
  
INTERCESSION 
 

Leader:   Saint Camillus de Lellis, patron saint of nurses, 
All:  pray for us. 


