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INTRODUCTION 

 
The word “novena” is derived from the Latin word for nine (“novem”). It is a devotional practice which 
repeats a prayer, a series of prayers, or an action for nine days in a row.  The tradition stems from the 
nine days the disciples would have gathered in prayer after the Ascension of Jesus as they awaited the 
descent of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 
 
The Catholic Cares Coalition offers the following simple novena as an invitation to all Christians to pray 
for and with all those affected by the pandemic. 
 
Each day includes 

▪ a Scripture passage which details one of Jesus’ miracles or parables 
▪ a related prayer 
▪ a single petition 
▪ and the Lord’s Prayer 

Each day’s prayer concludes by seeking the intercession of a saint.  
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DAY TWO 

 
 
SCRIPTURE 
 
Jesus cures the man at the pool of Bethesda       John 5:2-9 

 
Now there is in Jerusalem at the Sheep Gate,  
a pool called in Hebrew Bethesda, with five porticoes.  
In these lay a large number of ill, blind, lame, and crippled.  
One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been ill for a long time, 
he said to him, “Do you want to be well?” 
The sick man answered him,  
“Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up;  
while I am on my way, someone else gets down there before me.” 
Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your mat, and walk.”  
Immediately the man became well, took up his mat, and walked.  

 
 
PRAYER 

 

Leader:  Heavenly Father,  

You love your children equally since all people  

of every nation, race and tongue  

are made in your image and likeness.   

May all your children be granted access to the vaccine.  

May everyone find hope in its promise,  

protection from illness,  

and hope for a brighter future.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PETITION 
 
 Leader:  For all who do not yet have access to the vaccine,  

that compassionate voices may assure its equal distribution, we pray. 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,… 
 
INTERCESSION 
 Leader:  Saint Raphael, angel who stirred the waters at the pool of Bethesda,  
 All:  Pray for us. 
 
  
 


